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" the bishops must be exempt from secular cares." Reason-
able and obvious as this solution may appear to modern
minds, it meant little less than a complete revolution at the
time, since it upset the whole social and political fabric. The
nobility saw in it the loss of their own influence over local
churches, and the closing of a career for many members of
their families. The ecclesiastics themselves were threatened
with the loss of position and wealth, and therefore (apart
from merely selfish considerations) of the means of protecting
themselves and doing their spiritual work amid the violence
of their lay neighbours. The king would have had to recon-
struct completely the bases of his political power. Yet he
was content to acquiesce, because he knew that it could not
be carried into effect. He threw on Paschal the onus of
enforcing it, and the unworldly Pope readily accepted the
responsibility.
The pact was made at Sutri on February 9, 1111, and on The scene in
the 12th it was to be promulgated in St. Peter's before the ^^Sn)
imperial coronation.    The stage was set, and Henry had
planned the denouement.   When the imperial renunciation
of investiture and the papal renunciation of temporalities
were read out, there ensued a violent clamour of protest,
perhaps spontaneous, possibly engineered;   the Pope and
cardinals were surrounded by armed men of Henry's body-
guard,  ostensibly to protect them;   but it soon became
clear that they were captives, and they were hurried outside
the city and kept under guard until Paschal at last submitted PaschaTs
to the king's demands.   On 13 April, again at St. Peter's,surrender
Paschal conceded to the king the right of investiture, which
was in all cases to precede consecration, and then crowned
Henry as Emperor.   The king had achieved his object; and
as he was continually being harassed by the attacks of the
Romans, he was glad to return with all speed to Germany.
His triumph was short-lived. He had dealt in the same
violent and unscrupulous manner with his father, but then
he could plead that he was executing the will of the Church
upon an excommunicate; now he had outraged the Church
in the person of its Head. Moreover, a settlement extorted
by force could only be maintained by force. It could not,
therefore, be permanent. And if he could intimidate Paschal,
so could others. There was no longer any peace for the un-

